Cryptanthus marginatus L. B. Smith, Smithson. Misc. Collect. 126: 24, 161, fig. 70.1955. 

Desc from S&D

Plants closely aggregated, nearly stemless. 

Leaves about 12 in each flat rosette, to 20 cm long, covered beneath with pale coarse appressed scales; 

Sheaths small and in​conspicuous; 

Blades linear-lanceolate, acuminate, 3 cm wide, becoming glabrous above except near the base, very light green with a narrow reddish margin, the broad flat median stripe somewhat darker than the equally broad undulate marginal stripes, den​sely serrulate with teeth 0.5 mm long. 

Inflorescence of few-flowered axillary fascicles, the distal perfect, the central staminate. Floral bracts lance-oblong, acute, exceeded by the sepals, thin, lepidote. 

Sepals 11 mm long, connate for 6 mm, the free lobes sub​quadrate with broad wings and thick triangular lepidote apiculus, dark;

Petals obtuse, 25 mm long, white.

Type. Foster 243 (holotype GH), on rocks in semi sun with moisture at roots, on road to Santa Teresa, Espirito Santo, Brazil.

Distribution. known from the type collection only.

Article by Warren Loose in CSJ1986 p13

By this time, I was almost sure that the plant in cultivation since the mid-1800s as "luddemannii" (collected near the habitat of C. bivittatus) was in fact C. marginatus. I took a blooming plant to Harry Luther during the Southwest Guild Show in Fort Worth, Texas (90 Cryptanthus exhibited). He agreed to study the plant.

He found the cultivated material I gave him to be Cryptanthus marginatus. Upon examining the photo of the Morren drawing of var. luddemannii, the back side of the leaves shows heavy scurfing. Based on the taxonomic description is should be considered a synonym for C. marginatus: Rereading the monograph I came upon Cryptanthus marginatus. (A rare plant ... I didn't know of very many growers who had it in their collection other than one Bob Whitman brought back from his last collecting trip in Brazil.) I thought it odd that no one had C. marginatus. Mulford and Racine Foster collected the plant near Santa Teresa, Espirito Santo, July 25, 1939 (bloomed May 14, 1941 ). Leaves about 12 . . . light green with a narrow reddish margin, the broad flat median stripe somewhat darker than the equally broad undulate marginal stripes.

This sounded like the plant I owned as “luddemannii”.  I went to the greenhouse. Several plants were just coming into bloom (the bivittatus certainly aren't blooming in my area right now). I selected a blooming plant and brought it in to examine under better light with a magnifying glass.

The monograph illustrated the unusual sepals of C. marginatus. I was excited as I discovered the blooming plant on my table dem​onstrated this unique character​istic. But I couldn't be sure. Was this the rare C. marginatus identified by Dr. Lyman B. Smith in 1955, or was it just a hybrid.

The following weekend I judged the Sooner State Bromeliad Study Group's Standard Show in Tulsa, Oklahoma. Over one third of the entries were Cryptanthus. No one entered a C. marginatus, "luddemannii" or "major", but I discussed my research with many of the Cryptanthus Society mem​bers present. Kathy Dorr told Bob Whitman she believed the name "major" had been "tacked on" in the 1950s by a large commercial bromeliad nursery in southern California. The association was logical at the time... shade​grown, the plant looked like a large C. bivittatus..

